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Appledore Parish Annual Meeting 

Thursday 16th March 

7.30pm Appledore Village Hall 

 

1)Thirty residents attended. The chairman welcomed them all. 

2)The minutes of the 19th May 2022 were agreed. Proposed by Denise Stephens and 

seconded by Ruth Smith. 

3) Presentation by Jon Pollard of Gusbourne – Vineyard Manager 

 

In 2004, Andrew Weaver bought the wine vineyard and took on Jon Pollard as vineyard 

manager due to his experience in agriculture and wine retail. It had 61 hectares in 

Appledore and 32 hectares in Sussex, growing grapes for pinot grigio, pinot noir, 

meuniere and chardonnay as well as producing sparkling Brut, Rose and Blanc de Blanc 

sparkling wines using the champagne process. Ridgeview retailed the wine. Andrew 

Weaver sold up in 2013. With new investment, further ‘terroir’ has been added. The land 

in Kent is clay whilst in Sussex it is flint over chalk resulting in different flavours to the 

grape and different ripening times and harvesting. There are a further 32 hectares to be 

planted in the future, currently being used for grazing. In order to press the ever 

increasing tons of grapes, the winery has been expanded the number of press rooms 

and the ‘nest’ has evolved to provide ‘Taste, Tour and Buy’ events. Gusbourne now only 

sells directly building up relationships with retailers. It also now bottles and labels all its 

produce. A ‘Nest II’ is planned for the Chichester area. Gusbourne has been exporting to 

26 countries for the last 7 years. 

 4) The Chairman of the Parish Council – Roger Hiskey 

The chairman noted that it had been a good year thanks to volunteers who had assisted 

the council. Many had helped with litter picking while the council street cleaner Tom 

Hennessy had been ill. A temporary replacement had recently been employed.  

Volunteers had come forward and been trained for Speedwatch and others had offered 

their services to help in an emergency under the council’s resilience plan. A group of 

volunteers were keeping our local footpaths clear and accessible and a few households 

had offered to maintain the planters at the new gateways. After just over 10 years the 

new 41 space car park at Court Lodge had been handed over to the parish council. 

Charles Wilkinson was thanked for this. More improvements were in the offing. The 

chairman thanked the council for their support. 

5) Reports from County and District Councillors 

County Councillor Report – awaited 
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District Councillor Report – Awaited 

 

6) Reports from Local Groups 

 

 St Paul & St Peter – Rev. J Kennet & Rev. Canon L Hammond 

The church in Appledore was compared to an apple. The church building being the core 

of the apple whilst the flesh of the apple was the group of 9 churches to which it 

belonged. Thanks to the friends of St Paul and St Peter the Grade 1 listed building that is 

the church, is in good condition and it holds a central role providing a location for 

worship, pastoral care and discipleship. Online daily worship for 8-10 will continue. 

Regular services are held along with services marking the agricultural year. The Pet 

Service will return this September. Being part of a group of churches brings the benefits 

of greater numbers. The reflective service with breakfast is attended by 20 people every 

week. A trip to Iona is planned for later in the year. The skin of the apple represents the 

love of God. The future holds challenges and we may all need some help at some time. 

Produce in the porch is available every other week and sales money and any donations 

go towards maintaining the church. 

Village Hall – Derek Winter 

The hall re-opened on the 25th April and whilst it was anticipated that it would take a 

year to return to business it has only taken 7 months. Previous hirers have returned 

and new ones have come on board.  

There have been a few teething points and the hall is closed on the 30th and 31st March 

for remedial works. Martello have also offered to install free of charge the new acoustic 

dampeners bought by the hall committee.  

EDF is proving to be difficult to pin down to the verbally agreed rate and a complaint to 

the ombudsman will be made.  

Low level lighting is planned for the car park in conjunction with the parish council. 

Parish Magazine – Ruth Smith 

I have been doing this for about a year and it has been a steep learning curve on the 

wonders of Microsoft Publisher.  

We celebrated the village hall reopening, The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and 

commemorated the Queen’s passing. 

We have introduced a Village Hall page. I have had several nods to a letters page – do 

you want one? Remember, letter should be short, polite, relevant to Appledore and in 

good English. And the Editor’s decision is final. 

Various ides are in the pipeline – a look back to the early days of the magazine, a chance 

for the Borough Council candidates to tell us what they can offer Appledore. I would like 

to see contributions from all the village organisations. 

As you know the magazine is free and delivered to your letterbox free. Most of the costs 

are covered by advertising revenue, the Church and the Parish Council. We 
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acknowledge publicly all donations and in the good old days, there were always two or 

three donations recorded on the second page. This has dropped off – over the last few 

years and this year we made a loss of £50. We send out over 400 magazines. To pay for 

last year’s deficit and to cover a similar deficit this year, we need an extra £100 from 

you! Divided up that would mean a contribution of 25p per household!! Not a lot, and 

you might like to give more as everything this year is going to be more expensive. 

Donations need to be sent to Brian, who I would like to thank as well as the others. 

Friends of Appledore Footpaths (FoAF) Gary Kinsley 

The volunteer group, headed by the Footpath Warden Paul Ripley, aims to keep the 

paths clear and accessible. They work with landowners as paths are on private land. 

Recently, they have been working on repairing the broken slate on the bridge at Mill Hill 

and the farmer there has cleared the self-seeded saplings that were growing and 

blocking the view. Unfortunately, there are 3 paths that have been built over and with 

the assistance of the parish council they are hoping to have these paths rerouted. 

Appledore Recreation Ground Committee – Gary Kinsley 

The ground is managed by the charitable body that is the committee and not owned by 

the parish council.  

The parish council working party ‘Active Appledore’ which includes members of the 

ground committee is looking at how to increase use of the facility and some volunteers 

help have tidy up the MUGA and tennis court. The surface there is now degrading and 

needs replacing. Funds are available from the Football Foundation to assist with the 

growing interest in juniors, veterans, women and girls’ football or more leisurely walking 

football. If you have an interest in a sport for the ground please get involved. 

The pavilion building is of concern as the middle section is sinking. It needs shoring up 

and a viewing area would be a positive improvement. Income for the ground comes 

from the Car Rally and preparations for this are already underway. Ian Ramsden kindly 

allows his adjacent field to be used for parking. Improvements to the roadway and a 

new gate should allow safe two-way vehicle movements to it. The Car Rally is the 16th 

July. 

The play area double swings have a new landing surface but unfortunately it has been 

damaged by users walking on it while it was still roped off and drying. Further 

equipment is planned. 

Appledore Village Show – Dr R Smith 

After a break for the pandemic, we are definitely having a show this year. The proposed 

date is Saturday 9th September and we have a new catering duo- Jenny and Linda. Jo 

Weeks and I together with help from others, will be running the show bit. We will still be 

making some changes but nothing too drastic. There will be the usual big onion, 

children’s classes, amazing cookery entries, including the men’s class, rosettes, cups and 

certificates. Details will appear at intervals in the Magazine, so keep your eyes skinned. 
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Appledore Art Club – D Stephens 

The club started in November 2015, running fortnightly two-hour sessions. I am happy 

to say that the Art Club is thriving. We returned to the village hall at the beginning of 

May last year. Since then we have acquired several new members, so we are now at full 

capacity. 

During the past year we have enjoyed an outing to Dungeness including lunch at the 

Pilot, and a visit to the art gallery in Hastings. We had a summer party at one of the 

members’ gardens where we could sit and paint or just enjoy a social occasion including 

lunch. One of our members organised a lovely afternoon with tuition in pastels from a 

professional artist. We put on an exhibition of our art in a marquee for the jubilee 

celebrations which was well received. The themed exhibition for the flower festival in 

the church proved very popular and resulted in some sales and inquiries regarding 

membership. 

We now also display works of art in the village hall and in November we held our own 

exhibition, free admission to the public with a sale of homemade refreshments. At the 

end of the year, we had a small celebration for Christmas, this year in the hall, no 

painting, just a sociable event! 

However some aspects of the hall have met with a certain amount of discomfort. The 

fire doors are extremely heavy making access to different parts of the hall very difficult 

for some of our members. We understand that an improvement regarding the acoustics 

is in hand. 

Generally speaking our move back to the hall has been successful. We appreciate the 

new lighting and the use of the large car park. The comfortable seating is a bonus and 

the heating (especially this winter) has been very effective. So, all in all a busy and very 

enjoyable year for the Art Club and we are very happy to be back in the village hall. 

CARM Meeting Point – Dr R Smith 

CARM Meeting Point has been running from the Methodist Chapel since it started many 

years ago. When the Chapel closed, it relocated to the village hall. Val and Viv decided to 

retire at this point and rightly deserve a very big thank you. 

A new committee of Jo Killick, Nick Brandeth and I have taken on the job and are hoping 

to see numbers grow as the weather improves. We have some plans for activities during 

the meetings, but we do appreciate that most people just come to natter over coffee 

and cake. Yes Cake! We are the only Meeting Point to have a cake volunteer and Sally 

Linnington is our cake person – and boy does she bake well. 

We meet alternate Tuesdays 10am – 11.30am and alternate with the Wednesday 

Breakfast Get Together run by the village hall ladies. They also do very good grub! 

So if you categorise yourself as elderly and in need of a bit of fun company, do come 

and join us. 

Kentish Express Village Round Up – Dr R Smith 

The Village Round Up ceased with the pandemic and not restarted. 

7) Questions – none. The meeting closed at 10.45pm. 
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